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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT : 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  to  Albert  A.  Tom  for  the  donation  of  the 
following  books  to  the  LJI  Library.  With  the  exception  of  titles  pre- 
ceded by  the  letters  ''ne!  (representing  different  editions  of  books 
already  on  the  shelves)  all  other  entries  shown  are  new  to  our  collec- 
tion. 

ne  JAEGER,  KURT.  Die  deutschen  Munzen  seit  1871.  Pub.  1973.  10th 
ed . , 400pp  , illus . 
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to  Present.  Pub.  1971,  428pp,  illus. 
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Reyes  Catolioos  - 1975  Estado  Espanol. 

Vol.  I,  Reyes  Catolioos  - Carlos  II , 1475-1700.  Pub.  ]974, 
184pp,  illus. 

Vol.  II,  Felipe  V - Isabel  II,  1700-1868.  Pub.  1974,  255pp, 
illus . 

Vol.  Ill,  La  Peseta,  Unidad  Monetaria  Nacional,  1868-1975. 

Pub.  1974,  127pp,  illus. 


MEIER,  ALBERT.  HMZ  Katalog,  Schweiz  Liechtenstein,  15  Jahrhundert 
bix  Gegenwart.  Pub.  1972,  239pp , illus. 
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240pp,  illus.,  with  English  summary. 
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1976,  71pp  , illus. 

CAYON,  JUAN  R./CASTAN,  CARLOS.  Las  Monedas  Espanolas  desde  los 
Reys  Catolioos  al  Estado  Espanol.  Pub.  1974,  613pp,  illus. 

DIETZEL,  HEINZ.  Die  Munzen  des  Konigreichs  Preussen  ab  1701. 

Pub.  1974,  65pp , illus. 

TATSOPOULOS , TOLIS.  Catalogue  of  Modern  Greek  and  Cretan  Coinage, 
1828-1970.  Pub.  1970,  83pp,  illus. 

ne  GADOURY,  VICTOR.  Monnaies  Francaises,  1789-1975.  Pub.  1974,  2nd 
ed.,  269pp,  illus. 


II.  In  addition  to  the  above,  Mr.  Tom  also  contributed  twenty-four 
additional  books  that  complimented  those  already  on  the  shelves. 

These  are  also  appreciated  as  they  allow  us  to  fill  duplicate  requests 
without  causing  a delay. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 
NI  Librarian 

***** 


NICE  CALLS  FOR  EXHIBITS: 


Due  to  the  success  of  the  1979  show,  both  bourse  and  exhibit  space  have 
been  expanded  for  NICE  1980  to  be  held  November  14-16  at  the  Dunfey 
Dallas  Hotel,  Dallas,  Texas.  Elmore  Scott,  Exhibit  Chairman,  has  an- 
nounced that  exhibit  applications  are  now  available  from  him  at  309 
Duke,  Garland,  Texas  75043.  Exhibitors  must  be  a member  (or  have  a 
membership  pending)  of  Numismatics  International  or  the  Organization 
of  International  Numismatics,  NICE  co-sponsors.  Exhibit  classifi- 
cations for  1980  will  be  (1).  Modern  World  Coins,  (2)  Ancient  and 
Medieval,  (3)  Paper  Money,  (4)  Topicals  and  (5)  Miscellaneous  - medals, 
tokens,  primitive,  etc.  Scott  indicated  that  he  expects  exhibit  space 
to  go  fast  due  to  the  high  interest  expressed  during  last  year's  show. 
Thus  he  advises  interested  parties  should  submit  exhibit  applications 
early  to  be  assured  of  space. 
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Monies  of  the 
City  of  Danzig 

by  W.  A.  Haskell , Marxz e l l/Pfaffenro t , West  Germany , NI  #LM-15 


Danzig,  with  a 1939  population  of  about  400,000  as  a so-called  "Free 
City"  had  an  area  of  about  730  square  miles.  Alternately  Polish  and 
Prussian  through  the  centuries  and  established  as  a base  for  the 
Teutonic  Knights,  Fredrick  I,  Barbarosa  pushed  his  empire  east  along 
the  Baltic  coast  before  his  death  in  1190.  His  grandson,  Fredrick  II, 
crowned  in  Mainz  in  1220,  formed  an  alliance  with  the  Bavarian  royal 
house  of  Wittelsbach  strengthening  his  control  over  the  empire,  and 
under  his  direction  Herman  von  Salza  led  the  Teutonic  Knights,  a 
religious  monastic  order,  further  east  against  the  Slavs,  in  order 
to  convert  the  residents  of  that  area  to  Christianity.  Thus,  by  the 
12th  century  along  the  Baltic  coast  there  arose  a new  area  of  German 
colonization,  stretching  from  the  mouth  of  the  Oder  River  to  the 
Gulf  of  Finland.  The  Teutonic  Knights  built  the  Marienburg  Castle 
in  Danzig  and  with  the  fighting  friars  of  the  "Schwer tbruderorden" , 
had  converted  the  Prussians,  Kaschubs,  Lithuanians,  Poles  and 
Estonians  to  Christianity.  An  era  of  chivalric  lords  lasted  from 
1350  to  about  1380  under  Grand  Master  Winrich  von  Kniprode.  However, 
a new  struggle  began  when  the  Poles  demanded  a passage  to  the  sea 
and  under  Grand  Master  Ulrich  von  Jungingen,  the  Germans  were  de- 
feated in  1410  near  Tannenburg  in  East  Prussia.  By  1466,  at  the 
Treaty  of  Thorn,  all  of  East  Prussia  had  become  a Polish  fief. 

Under  the  Grand  Master,  Albrecht  von  Hohenzollern  all  the  holdings 
in  the  east  were  lost  to  Poland  and  Kurland,  Livonia,  Estonia  and 
Lithuania  also  became  Polish. 

A new  day  dawned  with  the  end  of  the  bloody  Thirty  Years  War  in 
1648  and  the  emergence  of  Prussia  which  began  with  the  crowning  of 
Frederick  III  (1713-1740)  Hohenzollern  as  King  of  Prussia  in  1713 
under  the  name  of  Frederick  I,  who  united  East  Prussia  with  the  Pro- 
vince of  Brandenburg.  His  son,  Frederick  II  or  Frederick  the  Great 
(1740-1786),  an  elightened,  philosophical  king,  was  the  first  German 
prince  to  introduce  an  Edict  of  Tolerance,  and  through  his  efforts 
Danzig  had  returned  to  Prussia  after  Poland  had  taken  it  in  1454  and 
retained  it  for  399  years. 

Between  1793  and  1807,  after  the  Second  Partition  of  Poland,  it  re- 
mained a part  of  Prussia,  and  then  for  seven  years  a free  city 
created  by  Napoleon  Bonepart,  following  the  end  of  the  "Holy  Roman 
Empire"  and  the  collapse  of  Prussia  under  Frederick's  successors, 
after  which  it  was  again  returned  to  Prussia  by  the  Congress  of 
Vienna  in  1815.  It  remained  German  until  the  Treaty  ofVersailles  in 
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1920  re-created  the  Free  City  of  Danzig  (how  history  does  repeat 
itself),  with  a Customs  Union  with  Poland. 

Hitler,  using  the  Polish  Corridor  to  the  sea  which  had  isolated  East 
Prussia  and  Danzig  as  a pretext,  attacked  Poland  September  1,  1939. 
On  the  same  date  Albert  Forster,  Gauleiter  for  Danzig,  proclaimed 
the  reunion  of  Danzig  with  Germany  and  the  Free  City  and  32,000 
square  miles  between  East  and  West  Prussia  were  annexed. 

At  the  end  of  World  War  II  Danzig,  mostly  in  ruins,  was  returned  to 
Polish  control  in  1946  and  renamed  Gdansk,  with  most  of  the  German 
residents  in  exile.  The  Polish  government  has  largely  restored  the 
city  to  its  original  appearance  since  that  time,  rebuilding  in  the 
original  style. 

This  stormy  history  has  been  reflected  in  the  city's  numismatics 
and,  although  city  coinage  commenced  in  the  15th  century,  the  modern 
period  need  only  concern  us  here. 

Danzig's  numismatics  falls  into  four  rather  broad  general  categories 
as  follows: 


Polish  coinage  for  Danzig,  1733-1772 
Prussian  coinage,  1786-1840  (Fredrick  Wilhelm  III) 
Marshal  Lefebvre,  Duke  of  Danzig , 1807-14 
Free  City  of  Danzig,  1920-1929. 


It  is  with  the  latter  period  we  are  discussing  here.  Danzig,  like 
all  of  Germany  and  Austria,  was  deeply  affected  by  the  post-World 
War  I inflation  period.  However,  notgeld  coinage  was  confined  to 

two  coins  of  10  Pfennig  each.  The 
first  (Y-l),  of  1920,  was  struck 
in  zinc  and  reached  general  cir- 
culation. The  second  (Y-2) , also 
in  zinc  was  struck  as  a pattern 
coin  and  is  similar  to  Y-l  except 
the  numeral  10  was  larger.  It  is 
scarce  to  rare  today. 


The  pressures  of  runaway  inflation  began  early,  however,  and  the 
first  issues  of  paper  notgeld  were  placed  into  circulation  as  early 
as  August  10,  1914,  and  by  the  start  of  the  high  inflation  period, 
paper  notgeld  was  in  general  circulation  on  a steadily  increasing 
scale,  as  elsewhere  in  Germany  and  Austria. 

50  Pfennigs  (P-9)  "Kriegsgeld",  or  "war  money",  showing  the  city  hall 
on  the  reverse  was  issued  on  November  1,  1918  by  the  City  Council,  as 
was  the  50  Pfennig  notes  of  1919  (P-11,12).  In  1920  began  a new 
series  issued  by  the  Municipal  Senate  based  on  German  currency  stand- 
ards (Deutsche  Reichswahrun-g)  . The  100  Mark  note  (P-13)  of  October 
31,  1922  has  the  Church  of  St.  Mary  on  the  obverse  and  city  view  on 
the  reverse  in  green  on  gray.  The  500  Mark  (P-14)  and  1000  Mark 
(P-15)  notes  issued  on  the  same  day  to  meet  spiraling  inflation  have 
views  of  the  city.  The  former,  in  blue,  has  the  famous  Krantor  on 
the  back  and  the  latter  in  olive  and  dark  brown  has  a Hanseatic 
galleon  on  the  obverse. 
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1 Mark  Emergency  Money,  August  10,  1914  (P-2) 


500  Mark,  Municipal  Senate,  October  31,  1922  (P-14) 

The  10,000  Mark  note  of  June  26,  1923  (P-20)  in  dark  brown  and  blue 
has  a portrait  of  a Danzig  merchant  by  German  artist  Hans  Holbein  the 
Younger  (1497-1543)  on  the  left  and  a Hanseatic  galleon  center  back- 
ground. By  the  late  summer  of  1923,  inflation  was  reaching  new 
heights  as  reflected  by  the  10  Millionen  Mark  (P-25)  note  issued 
August  31,  1923.  Dark  green,  it  has  a picture  of  Johann  Hevelius 
(1611-87)  left  and  the  city  coat  of  arms  right  on  the  obverse.  The 
reverse  shows  a view  of  the  port  of  Danzig  (illustrated  next  page) . 


The  further  escalation  of  inflation  is  shown  by  the  500  Millionen 
Mark  (P-28)  issue  of  September  26,  1923,  with  a central  portrait  of 
the  German  philosopher  Arthur  Schopenhaur  (1788-1860)  on  the  obverse 
and  a land  side  view  of  the  city  on  the  reverse  with  a central  coat 
of  arms.  Color  is  dark  brown  on  violet. 


At  the  end  of  the  inflation  period  the  Danzig  Central  Finance 
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500  Millionen  Mark , September  26,  1923  (P-28) 


10  Gulden,  October  22,  1923  (P-41) 
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Department  took  over  monetary  control  and  issued  a series  of  notes 
(P-32-52)  which  circulated  as  legal  tender  until  financial  stabiliz- 
ation was  fully  restored  and  the  Bank  of  Danzig  took  over,  issuing 
banknotes  until  1937,  just  prior  to  World  War  II.  By  decree,  the 
assets  of  the  bank  were  incorporated  into  the  German  Reichsbank  when 
on  September  1,  1939  Danzig  was  re-incorporated  into  the  German  Reich 
by  law  (Reichgesetzblatt , 1939,  1,  p.1547). 

The  Bank  of  Danzig  issued  12  different  banknotes  between  1924  and 
1937,  all  a masterpiece  of  engravers  art  and  very  handsome  notes. 

The  500  Gulden  (P-56)  note  issued  February  10,  1924,  shows  the  old 


500  Gulden,  February  10,  1924  (P-56) 

arsenal  on  the  obverse  and  the  famous  Danzig  Nepture  fountain  on  the 
reverse.  Color  is  light  green. 

The  20  Gulden  note  (P-64)  of  November  1,  1937,  is  dark  green  and 
brownish  red  with  red  serial  numbers.  The  Artus  Courtyard  is  shown 
on  the  obverse  and  the  Neptune  fountain  on  the  reverse. 


20  Gulden,  November  1,  1937  (P-64) 


2:33 


During  the  inflation  period  at  least  50  private  firms  in  the  Danzig 
area  also  issued  notgeld  which  included  various  banks,  the  streetcar 
lines,  shipbuilding  firms,  shipping  lines  and  others.  All  are  scarce 
or  rare  today. 


Coinage  during  this  period  consisted  of  three  issues,  1923-37,  1932 
and  1935  as  follows: 


First  Period  - 1923-37 


Denomination 
and  Y -number 

Dates 

Issued 

Metal 

Total 

Mintage 

Remarks 

Y3  - 1 Pfennig 

1923-37 

Bronze 

11,500,000 

Obv:  Value 

Rev:  Arms, 

Y4  - 2 Pfennig 

1923-37 

Bronze 

3,250,000 

same  as  Y3 

Y5  - 5 Pfennig 

1923,28 

Cop-Nic . 

4,000,000 

same  as  Y3 

mnu 


1 Pfennig  - Y3 


10  Pfennig  - Y6  Obverse 


Y6  - 10  Pfennig  1923  Cop-Nic. 


1/2  Gulden  - Y7 

Y7  - 1/2  Gulden  1923,27  Silver 
Y8  - 1 Gulden  1923  Silver 


5,000,000  Obv:  Value,  Freie 

Stadt  Danzig 
Rev:  same  as  Y3 


2 Gulden  - 

1,400,000  Obv: 

Rev: 


Y9 

Name , va 1 ue , 
arms,  date. 
Hanseatic  galleon 


3,500,000 


Obv:  Galleon,  value, 

name . 

Rev:  Arms,  date. 


Y9  - 2 Gulden 

1923 

Silver 

Y10  - 5 Gulden 

1923,27 

Silver 

Yll  - 25  Gulden 

1923 

Gold 

1,250,000 

860,000 


same  as  Y8 

Obv:  St.  Marys  church, 

name,  value,  date 
Rev:  Arms,  value. 


200  Regular  Obv: 
800  Proof 

Rev: 


Neptune  fountain, 
value . 

Arms,  name,  date. 


2 34 


5 Gulden  - Y10 


25  Gulden  - Yll 


Denomination  Date  Total 

and  Y-number Issued  Metal  Mintage Remarks  

Y12  - 25  Gulden  1930  Gold  4,000  Same  as  Yll  except  no 

columns  between  lions. 


Second  Period  - 1932 


Y13  - 5 Pfennig  1932  Al-Br . 


5 Pfennig  - Y1 3 
Reverse 


4,000,000  Obv: 
Rev: 


Value,  name. 
Flounder,  date. 


10  Pfennig  - Y1 4 


Y14  - 10  Pfennig  1932 


Al-Br.  5,000,000  Obv:  Same  as  Y13 

Rev:  Codfish,  date. 


Y 15  - 1/2  Gulden  1932 


Nickel  1,400,000  Obv:  Name,  arms. 

Rev:  Value,  date. 


Y 16 

- 1 

Gulden 

1932 

Nickel 

2,500,000 

Obv : 
Rev: 

Name,  value  in  circle 
Arms,  date. 

Y17 

- 2 

Gulden 

1932 

Silver 

1,250,000 

Obv : 
Rev : 

Name,  value  around. 
Galleon  in  circle. 
Arms,  date 

Y18 

- 5 

Gu lden 

1932 

Silver 

430,000 

Obv : 
Rev: 

Similar  to  Y10. 
Arms,  date. 

2 35 


5 Gulden  - Y18 
Reverse 


5 Gulden  - Y 19 
Obverse 


2 Gulden  - Y17 


Denomination  Date  Total 

and  Y-number Issued  Metal  Mintage  Remarks 


Y19  - 5 Gulden  1932 


Silver  430,000  Obv: 
Rev: 


View  of  Krantor 
Same  as  Y18 . 


Third  Period  - 1935 


Y20  - 5 Gulden  1935 


Nickel  800,000  Obv: 
Rev: 


Name,  value  around. 
Galleon,  value  in  circle. 
Arms,  motto 


5 Gulden  - Y20 
Obverse 


10  Gulden  - Y21 


Y21  - 10  Gulden  1935 


Nickel  380,000  Obv: 
Rev: 


Name,  value,  church  in 
circle . 

Same  as  Y20. 


Although  the  total  issues  of  Danzig  were  not  numerous,  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  collect  a complete  set  of  all  numismatic  material  because 
of  the  relatively  few  numbers  of  some  issues  and,  unfortunately,  the 
vagaries  of  war.  However,  they  do  reflect  the  stormy  history  of  this 
port  city  on  the  Baltic. 

********************************************************************* 


NI  TO  CONDUCT  A EDUCATION  FORUM  AT  THE  ANA  CONVENTION  THIS  MONTH 


For  those  NI  members  attending  the  ANA  Convention  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio 
this  month,  please  check  the  convention  schedule  as  NI  will  have 
an  educational  forum  on  Friday  or  Saturday,  August  22nd  or  23rd.  There 
will  be  three  of  four  speakers  and  everyones attendance  at  the  forum 
is  needed. 
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THE  NUMISMATIC 
HISTORY  OF  ST.  KILDA 


by  0.  D.  Cresswell,  Belfast,  Northern  Ireland,  NI  # 560 


If  on  a fine  summer's  day  you  were  to  set  sail  from  North  Ulst  (Scot- 
land) and  steer  carefully  W.N.W.  for  some  thirty-four  miles,  a group 
of  islands  would  appear  dead  ahead  of  the  ship.  I say  a fine  summer's 
day  as  at  other  times  of  the  year,  or  if  in  summer  a gale  should  blow 
up,  then  you  would  be  fortunate  to  regain  North  Uist.  On  the  other 
hand  if  you  attention  strayed  from  the  dancing  needle  of  the  compass 
it  would  be  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  to  miss  your  landfall  and 
then  your  next  dry  land  would  be  somewhere  in  Canada.  (A  lad  I taught 
some  thirty  years  ago  offered  to  take  me  there  any  summer  I liked  in  a 
converted  life  boat,  but  God  knows  he's  wild  and  has  been  rescued  sev- 
eral times  by  the  life  boats  [non-converted] . I'd  love  to  go  but  I 
have  a wife  and  children  and  I'm  a devout  coward.) 

These  lonely  islands , aptly  termed  “The  Islands  on  the  Edge  of  the 
World",  are  called  St.  Kilda,  though  to  be  exact  the  main  island  is 
St.  Kilda.  This  main  island  extends  for  some  1,575  acres  and  rises 
almost  1,400  feet  above  the  troubled  waves  which  beat  upon  it.  Some 
three  miles  from  the  main  island  of  St.  Kilda,  also  known  as  Hirt  or 
Iorta,  lies  the  island  of  Boreray,  a steep  island  of  nearly  two  hun- 
dred acres  and  rising  more  than  1,200  feet  above  sea  level.  To  land 
on  this  island  in  good  weather  takes  seamanship  of  the  highest  order. 

To  attempt  it  in  anything  but  a settled  spell  of  good  weather  would 
indicate  a distaste  for  living.  Soay,  the  third  island  , known  for  a 
breed  of  half  wild  sheep,  is  larger  than  Boreray  but  as  difficult  of 
access  while  the  fourth  island.  Dun  is  a mere  80  acres.  These  islands 
are  outcrops  of  volcanic  rock  and  nearby  are  three  Stacks,  or  vertical 
rocks,  jutting  hundreds  of  feet  out  of  the  ocean,  Stac  an  Armin,  Stac 
Levenish  and  Stac  Lee.  On  these  unpromising  rocks  a community  of 
human  beings  existed  , for  lived  seems  too  grand  a word  for  their  life, 
until  fifty  years  ago. 

The  first  appearance  of  St.  Kilda  in  written  records  is  in  1380  when 
John,  Lord  of  the  Isles  made  the  islands  over  to  his  son  Reginald. 
However  the  islands  had  been  inhabited  for  a thousand  years  before 
this  as  the  ruins  of  churces  indicate  that  the  island  was  an  outpost 
of  Celtic  Christianity.  Probably  it  was  named  after  the  first  mission- 
ary, or  hermit  to  live  there,  though  there  is  no  record  of  a St.  Kild 
(the  final  "a"  is  possibly  the  Norse  "ay"  for  island) . The  island 
passed  into  the  keeping  of  the  MacDonalds  of  Sleat  in  Skye  and  later 
to  the  MacLeods  of  Dunvegan  in  Skye,  the  latter  family  owning  the 
islands  until  they  were  evacuated  in  1930. 

To  understand  the  unique  way  of  life  of  the  people  of  St.  Kilda  it  is 
necessary  to  look  at  the  resources  of  the  island.  (I  say  island  as 
only  the  main  island  of  St.  Kilda  supported  a permanent  population.) 
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Of  the  two  thousand  acres  available  for  agriculture  only  fifty  was 
capable  of  bearing  crops  and  with  mismanagement  this  scarcely  adequate 
acreage  decreased  to  a bare  two  acres  in  1927.  Barley,  oats,  turnips, 
cabbage  and  potatoes  were  the  only  crops  and  of  these  only  the  first 
two  were  of  importance.  The  perpetual  salt  spray  hindered  the  growth 
of  green  vegetables  and  the  potatoes,  poor  in  quality  could  only  pro- 
duce three  hundred  for  every  two  hundred  sown.  The  cereal  crops  were 
scarcely  better.  Forgetting  the  old  notion  of  reaping  a hundred-fold 
we  find  a return  of  three  ears  for  every  one  sown.  Animal  husbandry 
fared  better.  In  1697  the  island  had  18  horse,  100  cows  and  two  thous- 
and sheep.  The  first  named  were  of  the  utmost  importance  as  they  en- 
abled peat  for  heating  to  be  cut  on  the  slopes  of  Conachair  and  carried 
to  the  township  at  the  shore.  When  the  last  horse  disappeared  about 
1850  turf  near  the  settlement  took  the  place  of  peat  and  so  the  store 
of  decent  soil  rapidly  decreased  to  a mere  two  acres. 

Denied  by  nature  food  from  the  soil  the  islanders  turned  not  to  the 
seas  around  them  but  almost  uniquely  to  the  air  above  them.  The  skies 
teemed  with  sea  birds  and  the  islanders  harvested  them  carefully  for 
on  them  they  lived  and  without  them  they  would  perish.  The  solan  goose, 
or  gannet,  nested  there,  a quarter  of  the  world's  population.  The 
islanders  culled  5,000  each  year,  carefully  storing  them  in  stone  shel- 
ters through  which  the  wind  whistled,  acting  as  a kind  of  fridge.  Al- 
most ten  thousand  fulmars  were  harvested  each  year  and  as  many  puffins. 
When  we  use  the  word  "harvested"  it  is  well  to  have  a picture  in  our 
mind  of  what  that  entailed.  A man  would  be  lowered  on  a rope  from  the 
cliff  top  and  carefully  wringing  the  bird's  neck,  tie  each  one  round 
his  waist  as  he  made  his  way  along  almost  inaccessible  ledges.  One 
error  and  the  male  population  went  down  by  one.  No  wonder  they  valued 
their  ropes  and  tested  them  and  re-tested  them  before  each  harvest. 

It  is  interesting  to  recall  a case  of  breach  of  promise  to  marry  which 
was  tried  by  the  minister  at  one  time.  The  punishment,  for  the  man  was 
found  guilty,  was  a fine.  Not  of  money,  for  there  was  hardly  a coin  on 
the  island.  The  miscreant  was  fined  100  full  grown  fulmars,  50  young 
gannets  and  a horse  hair  rope.  This  last  item  must  have  hurt  him.  The 
islanders  lived  on  sea  birds  as  a glance  at  the  typical  day's  menu 
shows.  Breakfast  - porridge  in  which  a fulmar  has  been  boiled  to  give 
it  a taste;  dinner  - mutton  or  fulmar  or  gannet  with  potatoes  if  indeed 
any  still  remained;  and  tea  - bread  and  cheese.  I don't  think  a hotel 
advertising  such  a menu  day  in  and  day  out  would  be  overcrowded  but 
then  it  was  eat  the  sea  birds  or  starve  and  hunger  is  the  best  sauce 
in  the  world. 

I have  said  that  it  was  not  a money  economy,  indeed  it  was  a community 
on  the  brink  of  permanent  poverty.  When  the  island  was  at  last  evacu- 
ated in  1930  the  government  of  the  day  had  to  foot  the  bill  of  £500  as 
we  are  told  that  the  average  income  per  family  was  £25  per  year.  Yet 
they  worked  for  this  pittance,  how  they  worked.  In  1875  the  population 
was  about  75  and  their  income  from  exports  was  £250,  just  over  three 
gold  sovereigns  for  every  man,  woman  and  child  on  the  island.  In  that 
year  they  produced  for  expcrrt  20  cattle  (sold  for  £1.50  each),  918  lbs. 
of  cheese,  227  yards  of  cloth,  403  yards  of  blanket  cloth,  414  lbs.  of 
tallow,  566  gallons  of  fulmar  oil,  over  a thousand  fish  and  almost  two 
tons  of  feathers.  Let  us  remember  that  the  cloth  was  made  on  hand 
looms  after  the  woman  had  spun  the  wool  by  hand.  A yard  of  cloth  took 
the  man  of  the  house  an  hour  and  a half  to  weave  but  the  spinning  of 
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the  wool  had  occupied  the  idle  moments  of  his  wife  for  twelve  hours. 

It  worked  out  at  less  than  five  cents  and  hour  so  we  must  not  be  sur- 
prised that  it  was  not  a money  economy,  nor  indeed  that  the  titular 
owners  rarely  saw  a penny  of  rent.  That  same  year  a glance  at  what 
the  islanders  spent  their  £250  on  shows  such  necessities  as  meal, 
sugar,  salt,  paraffin  and  tools  but  even  the  most  censorious  could 
hardly  raise  an  eyebrow  at  imports  of  whisky  and  tobacco.  After  all 
the  whisky  was  20  new  pence  a bottle  and  tobacco  25  new  pence  a pound. 

Since  money  was  not  used  and  there  was  no  local  trader  to  coin  tokens, 
the  only  mark  that  the  island  of  St.  Kilda  has  left  on  numismatics  was 
the  production  of  Communion  Tokens.  These  Tokens  had  originated  in 
the  early  days  of  the  Reformed  Faith  and  served  to  protect  the  infant 
congregations  from  strangers  and  also  served  a secondary  purpose  in 
excluding  from  Communion  those  considered  unworthy  morally.  It  is  dif- 
ficult to  see  the  necessity  for  such  Tokens  on  St.  Kilda  where  a strang- 
er at  a church  service  was  almost  an  impossibility  and  with  a population 
of  seventy  to  eighty,  anyone  unworthy  would  stand  out  like  the  pro- 
verbial sore  thumb.  Indeed  until  the  Disruption  in  1843  when  the  Church 
of  Scotland  slpit  into  two,  giving  birth  to  the  Free  Church,  St.  Kilda 
had  no  Communion  Tokens  of  any  kind. 

The  first  Token  was  an  oblong  piece  of  lead  alloy  bearing  on  the  obverse 
the  legend  EAGLAIS  SHAOR  NA  H - ALBA  IORTA  (Free  Church  of  St.  Kilda). 

On  the  reverse  appeared  the  verse  DEANAIBH  SO  MAR  CHUIMHNEACHAN  ORMSA 
(This  do  in  remembrance  of  me) . The  second  Token  was  a similar  piece 
of  lead  alloy  with  legends  in  English,  on  the  obverse  ST.  KILDA  and  on 
the  reverse  THIS  DO  IN  REMEMBRANCE  OF  ME.  To  date  them  is  difficult. 

The  first  Token  can  hardly  predate  1853  when  the  Free  Church  sent  to 
the  island  a catechist,  Duncan  Kennedy,  and  is  more  likely  to  date  from 
the  reign  of  the  Rev.  John  MacKay,  the  first  Free  Church  minister.  A 
teacher  who  was  ordained  for  service  in  St.  Kilda,  Mr.  MacKay  was  a 
formidable  character  and  to  call  his  years  of  service  a reign  is  no 
misnomer.  He  ruled  the  island  with  a heavy  hand,  two  four  hour  services 
each  Sabbath  and  another  similar  mid-week  service  kept  strict  tabs  on 
every  man  on  the  island.  What  he  did  not  find  out  himself  his  house- 
keeper found  out  for  him  and  if  he  were  king  then  she  was  his  consort. 

To  protect  his  flock  from  contamination  from  the  outside  world  he  cen- 
sored every  book  brought  to  the  island  and  to  mark  his  regal  state 
he  possessed  the  only  fork  on  the  island.  Yes,  I think  we  can  date 
the  Gaelic  Token  from  the  early  years  of  the  redoubtable  Rev.  MacKay, 
say  about  1866-68. 

To  date  the  second  Token  we  must  look  at  the  state  of  education  on  St. 
Kilda  for  only  when  English  was  spoken  by  everyone  could  a Token  with 
English  legends  be  used.  Education  was  in  the  hands  of  the  minister 
until  1884  when  a Mr.  Campbell  landed  on  the  island.  He  must  not  have 
fancied  the  isolation  (six  posts  a year)  and  soon  departed  and  in  the 
next  four  years  no  fewer  than  six  teachers  landed,  looked  and  left. 

Yet  despite  the  lack  of  teachers  literacy  grew.  By  1880,  before  an 
officially  appointed  teacher  reached  the  island,  everyone  over  the 
age  of  six  could  read.  But  the  language  read  and  spoken  was  Gaelic 
and  not  till  1898  could  the  children  be  called  fluent  in  English. 

Taking  all  these  factors  into  consideration  the  English  Token  must  be- 
long to  the  early  years  of  this  century,  perhaps  about  1905.  Having 
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thus  suggested  dates  for  the  Tokens  it  only  remains  to  estimate  the 
numbers  made.  Since  there  was  no  possibility  of  Tokens  leaving  the 
island  in  any  numbers,  there  was  no  need  for  a surplus  over  the  number 
actually  needed  for  the  communicants.  The  population  of  St.  Kilda  in 
the  last  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  was  stable  at  between  seventy 
and  eighty.  The  number  of  children  of  school  age  varied  from  14 
to  19  and  if  we  postulate  children  under  school  age  of  from  6 to  9 we 
are  left  with  an  adult  population  varying  from  50  to  60.  Since 
every  man,  woman  and  child  belonged  to  the  Free  Church  we  can  estimate 
the  number  of  each  Token  at  under  100.  Rare  indeed  and  never  to  be 
seen.  (Should  any  reader  possess  one  I would  be  interested  to  learn 
of  it.) 

The  last  days  of  St.  Kilda  need  delay  us  for  only  a few  lines.  An 
aging  population,  for  we  can  scarcely  blame  the  young  people  who  left 
as  soon  as  they  could,  decaying  farmland  and  increased  ideas  of  nec- 
essities make  the  last  few  years  sad.  Sickness  broke  out  and  with  no 
means  of  communication  with  the  outside  world  except  a storm  bound 
trawler  or  a letter  committed  to  the  waves  in  a bottle,  even  an  epi- 
demic of  flu  could  be  a serious  matter.  The  government  in  far  off 
London  would  not  subsidise  the  islanders,  would  not  provide  a nurse 
even  and  begrudged  the  cost  of  evacuation.  So  in  1930  public  opinion 
forced  them  to  send  a naval  ship  and  St.  Kilda  was  left  to  the  sea 
birds.  Yet  twenty-seven  years  later  St.  Kilda  was  inhabited  again. 

A missle  tracking  station  was  placed  on  the  island  and  the  same  far 
off  London  which  would  not  save  the  community  on  St.  Kilda  could  now 
find  the  cash  for  a pier,  electricity,  etc.,  etc.  I think  the  story 
of  St.  Kilda  can  be  compassed  by  the  four  words  in  the  motto  of  the 
Royal  Air  Force  ...  Per  Ardue  Ad  Astra. 

********************************************************************** 


IDENTIFICATION,  Please? 


Can  anyone  help  with  the  above  piece  which  is  struck  on  lead  and  the 
reverse  being  off  center.  The  illustration  is  approximately  3/4  actual 
size.  Send  any  information  you  have  to  the  editor. 


Here's  another  item  submitted  by  Frank  M.  Orlowski , P.  0.  Box  124, 
Austin,  MN  55912.  Can  anyone  help  Frank  on  this  one? 
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SATIRE  ON 
EMERGENCY  MONEY 

by  W.  A.  Haskell,  Marxzell/PfaffenrotJ}, West  Germany,  NI  #114-15 


In  Germany  upon  the  death  of  a loved  one  it  is  customary  to  send  out 
notices  of  the  loss  edged  in  black  and  to  publish  '’in  memoriam"  notices 
termed  "Traueranzeige"  in  newspapers. 

With  the  unprecedented  inflation  in  Germany  of  1922-23,  the  moment  by 
moment  loss  of  value  of  the  Reichsmark  often  exceeded  the  value  of 
the  paper  it  was  printed  on.  By  early  spring  of  1923,  the  government 
had  ceased  to  print  banknotes  on  more  than  one  side  in  an  effort  to 
accelerate  the  flow  of  rapidly  escalating  volume  of  marks  needed  to 
try  to  correct  the  steeply  declining  value.  Sounds  ominous  to  users 
of  the  no  longer  almighty  dollar? 

Out  of  grim  necessity  the  German  people  for  years  had  a somewhat 
emotional  attachment  of  varying  degrees  to  their  currency.  Particu- 
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10  Million  Reiohsbanknote,  Reverse 
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larly  notgeld  could  freely  express  national  pride  for  many  aspects  of 
German  history  and  culture,  and  collecting  notes  during  the  inflation 
period  was  common.  Combining  these  factors,  obviously  the  "death 
notice"  below,  printed  on  the  reverse  of  a virtually  worthless  10  Mil- 
lion Reichsbanknote  (illustrated  previous  page)  gave  it  "life"  for 
the  collector.  The  inscription  reads  as  follows: 

"Sadly,  our  deeply  beloved,  true  and  good  hearted 

Maria  Reichsmark 

to  be  taken  in  the  night  of  14th  to  15th  of  November 
by  the  almighty  into  eternity. 

After  five  long  years  of  suffering,  borne  with  astonishing 
patience,  she  collapsed  finally  to  the  knavery  of  a bullish 
and  bearish  fever,  oft  times  futilely  strengthened  by  domestic, 
Cuno-ic  and  Stresemann-ic  stabilizing  procedures. 

Around  the  grave  of  the  deceased,  besides  all  the  knights  of 
industry  and  stockmarket  profiteers,  there  are  grieving  those 
meloncholy  ones  left  behind: 

Christ  Rentenmark 
Camila  'T'  Mark 
Moses  'M'  Mark 
Otto  Bodenmark 
Isidor  Roggenmark" 


I 111 


z'iz 


tdjsffcrtuhntfts 

ft 


YZ—28  <!  * P **  “ - 

bit  Kftd;plflnF^auptFajTt  in  Berlin  geflen  bieft 
Banfnott  txm  i£tnli«fc«r.  Uom  i.<DFk>btr  1*13  «l> 
faun  biefe  Banknote  aufgeruffn  unb  umer  Umtaufd? 

flcgtnnub«r^gffft}iid;c.>^Uitig6mtneleiufje3og{invtrben 

ben  22.3ogufi  ipij.  : 


tv 


10  Million  Reiohsbccnknote , Obverse 

It  is  interesting  that  the  form  used  here  has  a precedent  in  a legal 
tender  50  Mark  (P-64)  banknote  issued  in  October  1918,  known  as  the 
"Trauerschein"  or  "mourning  note",  it  reflected  (probably  inadvertent- 
ly on  the  part  of  the  issuing  authority)  the  sentiments  of  the  people 
suffering  starvation  from  a prolonged  blockade,  almost  intolerable 
loss  of  manpower,  and  in  November,  a lost  war.  The  wording  of  the 
"death  notice"  contains  strong  elements  of  cynicism  as  well  as  satire. 
The  Rentenmark  had  so  many  predecessors  which  failed  it  is  no  wonder 
the  German  people  did  not  blindly  cheer  its  arrival. 


242 


By  1923,  all  Germans  were  quite  literally  "poor  millionaires".  Medal- 
lions sadly  recall  that  a pound  of  bread  cost  260  millarden  (equiva- 
lent to  the  U.S.  billion)  Reichsmarks  and  a pound  of  meat  3.2  billion 
(equivalent  to  the  U.S.  trillion)  Reichsmarks.  To  relate  these  figures 
to  the  then  existing  gold  standard,  one  gold  mark  cost  1 billion  (i.e. 
trillion)  Reichsmarks! 

In  August  1923,  the  German  finance  ministry  sought  a solution  to  an 
intolerable  situation.  In  the  course  of  deliberations  it  was  decided 
to  issue  an  interim  medium  of  exchange  in  limited  quantities  based  on 
a fixed  rate  of  exchange.  Of  the  names  considered  and  rejected  for 
this  new  money  were  "Roggenmark"  and  "Boddenmark" . The  first  was  deem- 
ed undesirable  because  of  the  rapid  fluctuations  in  the  cost  of  rye 
grain,  the  second  had  connotations  of  being  worthless.  The  name  "Ren- 
tenmark",  implying  "income",  seemed  to  give  the  unit  a good  psycho- 
logical foothold,  and  to  that  end  the  Rentenbank  was  established  on 
15  October  1923,  and  the  ratio  of  4.2  Rentenmarks  : 4.2  billion 
(trillion)  Reichsmark  : 1 US  dollar  (today's  value  " 1 Mark  : $1.80). 
Notes  were  dated  1 November  1923,  for  distribution  15  November  1923; 
hence  the  demise  of  poor  mourned  "Maria  Reichsmark". 

******** ************************************************************** 

ROBBERY  OF  OTTOMAN  COINS  IN  GREECE 


A very  fine  collection  of  Ottoman  coins  was  recently  stolen  in  Greece. 
The  collection  belonged  to  Konstantin  Koukouvos  , a notary  of  Thessa- 
loniki, the  second  largest  city  of  that  country,  and  was  taken  by  un- 
identified thieves  from  his  office  during  the  night  of  Thursday,  May 
22nd,  1980. 

To  achieve  this  the  thieves  had  to  force  open  an  old  iron  safe  where 
the  collection  had  been  deposited. 

The  collection  was  formed  with  much  care  and  knowledge  during  the  last 
fifteen  years  and  comprised  almost  one  thousand  coins,  including  one 
hundred  gold  pieces.  Among  the  stolen  pieces  were  a lot  of  scarce  and 
rare  items  such  as,  to  mention  a few: 

Many  altuns  of  Suleyman  I,  a lot  of  gold  fundik  and  zeri-mahbub 
pieces  of  the  18th  century;  silver  kurus  of  Suleyman  II,  Mustafa 
II  (minted  in  Izmir  and  Erzerum) , Selim  III  (regnal  years  9,  10, 

12,  14  and  19) , Mustafa  IV,  and  Mahmud  II  (regnal  years  3,  5,  7 
and  10);  double  zolota  pieces  of  Mustafa  III  (year  3),  Abdul  Hamid 
I (years  4,  5,  6 and  16);  zolotas  of  Mustafa  III  (years  2,  7,  8 
and  81)  and  the  half  kurus  of  Mustafa  II  (Edirne  and  Izmir  mints) 
and  Osman  III. 

There  were  a great  number  of  akces  of  the  earlier  centuries,  especial- 
ly from  the  European  mints  of  the  Empire. 

A descriptive  catalogue  of  the  collection,  jointly  with  that  of  Mr. 
Panos  Kokkas,  another  well  known  numismatist  of  Thessaloniki,  was  in 
preparation  in  recent  months,  and  it  is  regrettable  that  this  robbery 
has  left  the  work  unfinished. 

Anyone  learning  any  information  of  pieces  from  this  robbery  should 
contact  K.  Mackenzie,  15  Pine  St.,  Tenafly,  N.J.  07670,  USA  or  P. 
Kokkas,  8 Venizelou  St.,  Thessaloniki,  Greece. 
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MIHRBAN 

by  R.  J.  Hebert 3 Rockville Maryland 

This  note  is  about  a silver  half-drachm  weighing  1.901  gr.  in  the  name 
of  Mihrban  with  mint-signature  TPURSTAN  (Tabaristan)  dated  135  Post- 
Yazdigard  Era  which  corresponds  to  A.H.  170  or  A.D.  786/7. 

The  obverse  shows  a Sasanian  bust  facing  right  after  the  style  of  Khus- 
rau  II,  the  breast  ornament  being  a six-pointed  star  within  three 
pellets.  Above  the  right  shoulder  is  a small  fillet  and  a rosette, 
the  latter  taking  the  place  of  the  usual  bunched  hair  at  the  back  of 
the  head.  To  the  back  and  front  of  the  diadem  is  a star.  In  the  field 
behind  the  bust  downwards  in  Pahlevi  is  the  usual  legend  GDH/AFZUT; 
in  the  field  in  front  of  the  bust  downward  in  Arabic  is  the  name 
legend  MHRBAN.  All  this  is  within  a single  circle.  The  margin  is 
divided  into  four  quadrants  by  a star  and  crescent;  in  the  bottom 
right  quadrant,  in  Pahlevi,  is  the  legend  AFD  and  in  the  bottom  left 
quadrant  NVAK(?). 


The  reverse  shows  in  the  center  a Sasanian  fire-altar  on  three  steps 
between  an  attendant  priest  or  mobedh  standing  facing.  At  the  top  of 
the  flames  rising  from  the  fire  altar  left  is  a small  pellet,  and  right 
is  a small  star.  In  the  field  right  downwards  in  Pahlevi  is  the  mint- 
signature  TPURSTAN;  in  the  field  left  downwards  in  Pahlevi  is  the  date 
AYUKJHILST=P.Y.E.  135  A.H.  170  = A.D.  786/7.  All  this  is  within  a 
triple  circle.  The  outer  margin  is  divided  into  quarters  by  a star 
and  crescent,  and  within  each  quadrant,  top  right,  top  left,  bottom 
right,  and  bottom  left,  is  a triangle  of  dots. 

A similar  piece  is  referred  to  but  not  illustrated  nor  described  on 
pages  125,  127  and  128  of  Heinz  Gaube's  Arabosasanidische  Numismatik 
(Braunschweig  1973),  where  the  name  of  the  governor  is  read  as  Mihran. 
In  any  case,  we  can  call  attention  to  this  remarkable  addition  to  the 
coinage  of  the  Arab  governors  of  fabaristan. 
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ON  AN  OCTAGONAL  CHINESE  LEGEND  COIN  OF  PRATAPA  SIMHA 


by  Jai  Prakash  Singh,  Varanasi,  India 

A few  years  back  N.  G.  Rhodes  published  an  octagonal  coin  under  the 
caption  "An  Assamese-Tibetan  Coin".l  The  legend  Tsang  (on  obverse) 

Pao  (on  reverse)  of  the  coin  was  taken  by  him  to  mean  "Tibetan  Coin". 

On  the  obverse  of  the  coin,  below  the  word  Tsang  is  written  1570  in 
Bengali  or  rather  Assamese  numerals.  The  date  was  taken  by  him  as 
given  in  the  Saka  era.  On  the  basis  of  this  date,  Saka  year  1570  on 
the  coin,  Rhodes  attributed  the  coin  to  the  Ahom  king  Jayadhvaja  Simha. 

A note  titled  an  "Assamese  Trade  Rupee"  was  read  by  V.  Chowdhury  and 
P.  Ray,  at  a seminar^  organised  in  1977,  at  the  time  of  the  65th 
Annual  Conference  of  the  Numismatic  Society  of  India  at  Shillong, 
perhaps  on  the  same  coin^.  The  contributors  of  this  note  consider 
the  Chinese  legend  Pao  (on  obverse)  Tsang  (on  reverse)  to  mean  "Prec- 
ious Store"  or  "The  Treasure  of  your  honour".  They  also  read  the 
date  as  1570  Saka  and  attribute  it  to  Jayadhvaja  Simha  who  issued 
this  coin  according  to  them  to  initiate  Ahom  trade  with  China. 3 

The  attribution  of  this  coin  to  Jayadhvaja  Simha  as  proposed  in  the 
two  notes  cited  above  is  incorrect.  Elsewhere,  I have  suggested  that 
the  coin  was  in  all  probability  issued  by  the  Ahom  King  Pratapa  Simha, 
a predecessor  of  Jayadhvaja  Simha.  It  is  said  in  the  Assam  Buranyi 
of  Harakanta  Barua  Sadaramin  that  Ahom  coinage  was  initiated  by  Pra- 
tapa Simha. 5 It  is  said  in  this  work  that  having  come  to  know  of  the 
Koch  coins,  the  king  after  due  consultations  with  the  Panditas  etc. 
struck  his  own  octagonal  coins.  It  was  suggested  that  the  kingdom 
of  Saumara  was  eight  cornered^and  hence  octagonal  coins  were  struck, 
as  also  because  such  coins  of  other  kings  and  dynasties  were  not  known. 
If  the  tradition  recorded  in  this  work  is  correct  then  it  can  be  sur- 
mised that  Pratapa  Simha  wanted  his  coins  to  be  unique  and  therefore, 
the  octagonal  shape  was  preferred  for  his  coins  as  against  others.  It 
is  further  said  in  this  connection  that  the  king  issued  these  coins  ^ 
in  his  name  Swarganarayana  instead  of  the  usual  Budhiswarganarayana. 

The  statement  clearly  shows  that  all  those  coins  struck  with  the  name 
or  title  Swarganarayana  and  dated  in  Saka  1570  are  coins  struck  by 
Susengpha  alias  Pratapa  Simha  alias  Swarganarayana  and  not  by  any 
other  king.®  Thus  all  these  Sanskrit  legend  coins , in  the  name  or 
title  of  Swarganarayana,  are  the  issues  of  Pratapa  Simha. 9 The 
statement  that  Pratapa  Simha  issued  his  coins  under  Koch  influence 
and  that  the  like  of  his  coins  were  not  known,  shows  that  the  king 
wanted  his  specie  to  have  a characteristic  of  its  own.  If  this  sup- 
position is  correct , then  it  can  be  suggested  that  the  aforesaid 
Chinese  legend  coin  of  1570  Saka  was  issued  in  furtherance  of  the 
Ahom  attempt  to  give  their  specie  a look  that  was  all  its  own.  It  is 
possible  therefore  to  suggest  that  the  Chinese-legend  coins  of  Pratapa 
were  his  first  issues.  Assamese-Bengali  script  was  already  used  on 
coins  of  the  neighbouring  states.  Persian  script  was  used  by  the 
Sultans  of  Bengal  and  the  Mughals.  The  Ahom  king  and  his  counsellors 
were  acquainted  with  the  various  kinds  of  specie  current  in  the  neigh- 
bouring areas.  Thus  an  octagonal  shape  and  Chinese  characters  were 
the  only  features  that  were  taken  to  distinguish  the  proposed  Ahom 
specie  of  Pratapa  Simha  from  the  other  currencies  of  the  region.  But 
as  Chinese  was  not  commonly  known  and  used  in  the  Kingdom^  the  issue 
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of  these^coins  was  soonafter  followed  by  SuXzrganardyana  bearing  coins 
of  1570  Saka  on  a comparatively  larger  scale.  Consequently  these 
coins  are  commoner  today  than  the  Chinese  legend  coins . 

There  is,  however,  another  possibility  that  Pratapa  Simha  may  have 
thought  of  seeking  Chinese  help  against  the  Mughals  who  were  threaten- 
ing his  kingdom.  It  is  true,  that  Pratapa  Simha  was  a powerful  king 
and  had  successfully  defeated  the  Mughals. H But  it  is  equally  true 
that  he  could  not  succeed  in  driving  them  out  from  the  kingdom  of  Koch 
Hajo.12  it  iSj  therefore,  more  likely  that  the  king  may  have  thought 
to  seek  Chinese  help  when  he  was  forced  to.  The  Chinese  legend  coins, 
therefore,  may  also  have  been  issued  by  him  to  help  him  open  a dialogue 
with  the  Chinese  when  necessary. 13 

It  will  now  be  appropriate  to  discuss  briefly  the  date  of  king  Pratapa 
Simha.  This  ruler  was  hitherto  commonly  believed  to  have  ruled  from 
1603  A.D.  to  1641  A.D.  But  the  evidence  of  his  coins,  bearing  his 

name  or  title  Swargandrayana  and  dated  1570  Saka  (1648  A.D.)  and  now 
his  Chinese  legend  coins  of  this  date  confirm  that  the  king  ruled  till 
at  least  for  some  part  of  the  year  1648  A.D.  This  numismatic  evidence 
is  confirmed  by  the  epigraphic  testimony  as  well.  There  is  a Phatasil 
Rock  Inscription  of  the  reign  of  King  Pratapa  Simha,  which  is  dated 
in  a year  that  corresponds  to  1648  A.D. 15  The  evidence  of  this  in- 
scription, though  known  to  early  scholars  of  Ahom  studies, 16  was  some- 
how totally  neglected  in  the  treatment  of  the  Chronology  of  this  king 
on  several  occasions.  Consequently  the  termination  of  the  reign  of 
Pratapa  Simha  was  placed  in  1641  A.D.  Some  scholars,  however,  place 
him  between  1611  and  1649  A.D.  following  Asom  Buranji  Sava .H  This 

latter  date  for  the  reign  of  this  king  seems  to  be  correct  and  should 
now  be  favoured  by  scholars. 

The  aforesaid  discussion  proves  beyond  doubt  that  the  two  types  of 
anonymous  Ahom  coins  dated  in  Saka  1570  (=  1648A.D.)  cannot  be  attrib- 
uted to  Jayadhvaji  Simha  who  became  King  sometime  in  1654  A.D.  i.e. , 
after  Surampha  (1649-1652  A.D.)  and  Sutingpha  (1652-1654  A.D.).  Both 
these  kings  are  known  to  have  flourished  between  Pratapa  Simha  and 
Jayadhvaja  Simha.  This  attribution  of  these  coins  to  Pratapa  Simha 
leaves  us  without  any  coins  of  Jayadjvaja  Simha. 


References : 

1.  cf.  The  Numismatic  Circular , July,  August  1975,  p.288. 

2.  Coinage  and  Economy  of  North  Eastern  States  of  India.  (Ed.  by 
Jai  Prakash  Singh  and  Nisar  Ahmad),  (in  press). 

3.  Ibid.  There  is  no  evidence,  however,  of  any  king  striking  a coin 
or  a series  of  coins  to  initiate  a trade  with  another  country. 
What  happened  usually  is  that  trade  between  two  countries  came 
first  and  coins  were  issued  later. 

4.  This  suggestion  has  been  made  by  me  in  a note  titled  "Initial 
Ahom  Coins".  The  paper  has  been  accepted  for  publication  by  the 
editor  of  Numismatic  Circular. 

5.  Assam  Buranji  (Ed.  S.  K.  Bhuyan,  Gauhati , 1962),  p.  31. 

6.  The  suggestion  that  Yoginitantra  is  a late  work  and  hence  it  may 
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not  have  been  followed  to  issue  coins  in  octagonal  shape.  The 
Assam  Buranji  quotes  a verse  from  Yoginitantra  stating  that  Saumara 
was  octagonal  and  a centre  of  the  worship  of  Durga.  Yoginitantra 
is  a late  work  no  doubt.  It  refers  to  the  Koch  King  Visva  Simha 
and  hence  is  supposed  to  be  later  than  his  period.  Pratapa  Simha 
too  flourished  later  than  ViSlva  Simha.  The  citation  from  this 
tantra  is  given  only  by  way  of  an  explanation  of  the  origin  of 
the  octagonal  shape  of  Ahom  coins  by  Harkanta  Barua. 

7.  Ibid. 

8.  This  reference  of  the  octagonal  coins  bearing  Swargandrayana  in  the 
Buranji  shows  that  the  attribution  of  these  coins  to  Jayadhvaja 
Simha  by  some  modern  scholars  like  Botham  ( CPCCA,  p.542)  and  N.  G. 
Rhodes  ( Numismatic  Circular,  July-August,  1975,  pp. 288-289)  is 
incorrect . 

9.  cf.  My  paper  on  the  ,:Initial  Ahom  Coins"  in  some  forthcoming 
volume  of  the  Numismatic  Circular. 

10.  The  letter  for  Tsang  on  the  coin  under  discussion  is  reversed 
which  shows  that  the  die  cutter  was  perhaps  not  very  familiar 
with  the  Chinese  script. 

11.  The  Ahoms  under  the  kingship  of  Pratapa  Simha  defeated  the  Mughal 
armies  in  1615,  1619  and  1638-39,  cf.  Mrs.  Lakshmi  Devi,  Ahom- 
Tribal  Relations  (Gauhati,  1968),  pp.  229,  232,  236. 

12.  Shortly  after  the  Ahom  victory  over  the  Mughals  in  1619  Mirza 
Nathan  recovered  the  lost  territories  by  1620.  This  ultimately 
forced  Pratapa  Simha  to  gradually  withdraw  himself  from  the 
politico-military  goings  on  in  Koch-Hajo.  cf.  Mrs.  Lakshmi  Devi, 
Ahom-Tribal  Relations,  (Gauhati,  1968),  pp. 232-33. 

13.  Assam  had  been  in  contact  with  China  from  fairly  early  times. 

The  route  linking  Assam  and  China  through  Burma  was  difficult  no 
doubt  but  was  definitely  in  almost  regular  use.  It  must  have 
been  in  use  during  the  Ahom  period  as  well. 

14.  The  date  of  the  king  is  followed  by  N.  K.  Basu,  Assam  in  the  Ahom 
Age,  p.30;  Padmeswar  Gogoi,  The  Tai  and  the  Tai  Kingdoms , p.331. 

15.  cf.  Assam  Buranji  Sara  (Ed.  P.  C.  Chowdhury , Gauhati,  1964),  Int. 
p.15,  f.n.  5a. 

16.  cf.  Gait,  Report  on  the  Progress  of  Historical  Research  in  Assam, 
1897. 

17.  Susengpha  or  Pratapa  Simha  became  king  in  1533  Saka  (=  A.D.  1611) 
and  his  rule  terminated  in  1571  Saka  (=  A.D.  1649)  according  to 
Asom  Buranji  Sara  (Ed.  P.  C.  Chowdhury,  Gauhati,  1964),  pp.  23,  29. 

********************************************************************** 


CORRECTION  — CORRECTION  — CORRECTION! 


On  page  166  of  the  May  1980  issue,  we  gave  notice  of  the  reprinting  of 
the  British  Museum's  Medallic  Illustrations  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
to  1760.  Erroneously  we  reported  that  this  reprinting  was  done  by  the 
Seaby  firm  of  London,  whereas  it  actually  was  done  by  Quarterman  Public- 
ations, P.  0.  Box  156,  Lincoln,  MA  01773.  Seaby's  purchased  50%  of  the 
reprints  and  the  reference  may  be  obtained  from  them  or  direct  from  the 
publisher.  Our  apologies  to  Quarterman  Publications  for  the  error. 

247 


SECONDARY  FRENCH  WORD  LIST  OF  NUMISMATIC  TERMS 


Compiled  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell , Weeping  Water 3 Nebraska,  NI  #LM-12 


(Ed.:  See  NI  BULLETIN,  April  1980, 

Aigle  (imperial) ; Eagle  (imperial) 
Aigrette;  Crest 
Aile;  Winged,  with  wings 
Aloi  , de  bas  ; Below  standard  alloy 
Anneau;  Ring,  or  annulet 
Antique  (quite);  Antique,  an- 
tiquity , ancient . 

Arc;  Bow,  or  arc 

Archaique ; Archaic 

Armure ; Armour 

Armoiries;  Weapons 

Assis;  Seated,  sitting 

Autel  (allume) ; Alter  (in  flames) 

Authentique;  Genuine  or  authentic 

Anvers;  Obverse 

Barbare ; Barbarous,  i.e.  crude 
Barbu;  With  beard,  bearded 
Battre;  To  strike  a coin 
Beliere;  Loop 
Bijou;  Jewel 

Bouclier;  Shield,  Buckler 
Branche  de  laurier  (olivier) ; 

Laurel  (Olive)  Branch 
Buste  a micorps;  Half  length  fig- 
ure or  bust 

Cadre  ; Frame 
Caducee;  Caduceus 
Carquois;  quiver 
Carre  (monnaie) ; Square  (shaped) 
coin 

Casque;  Helmet 
Cavalier  ; Horseman 
Cercle  des  feuilles; 

Circle  of  leaves  (chaplet) 

Char;  Chariot 

Cheval  (a);  Horse,  on  horseback 
Chien;  Dog 

Cisele;  Chiseled  (Chased  engraving) 
Classique;  Classic,  classical 
Collier;  Necklace 
Colonne  (brisee) ; Column  (broken) 
Conservation;  State  of  preser- 
vation, condition 
Contorniate;  Contorniate  (Roman) 
Contremarque(e) ; Counterstamp (ed) 
Coq;  Cock  (rooster) 

Cordelette  perlee  (also  grenetis); 
Border  of  dots 

Corne  d'abondance;  Cornucopia 
Cornu;  Homed 


ppll5,119  for  an  earlier  listing) 

Coupe;  Chalice,  or  cup 
Couronne  murale:  Mural  crown, 
wreathed 

Couronne  de  chene,  laurier,  epis; 

Oak,  laurel,  corn  (wreath) 

Croix;  Cross  (in  various  combin- 
ations) 

Dauphin;  Dolphin 
Debout  ; Standing 
Deese;  Goddess 

Demi-nu;  Half  nude  (to  waist) 
Devant;  Foreground 
Diametre;  Diameter 
Didrachme;  Didrachm 
Drachme;  Drachm 
Drape;  Draped 

Ecu;  Can  be  a coin  denomination 
or  a coat-of-arms  (heraldic) 
Empreinte;  Impression 
Encadrement;  Frame  (for  design) 
Epee;  Sword 
Epe;  Ear  of  wheat 
Epoque;  Epoch 
Epreuve;  Proof 

Erreur  de  frappe;  Die  mistake 
(un  striking) 

Essai;  Pattern,  Essay 
Estampe;  Stamp 
Esterlin;  Sterling 
£toile;  Star 

^stranger;  Alien,  foreign 

Falsification  de  l'epoque;  Con- 
temporary forgery  (then) 

Faux:  Sickel,  (adj . false) 

Feuille;  Leaf 

Flambeau;  Torch 

Flan;  Surface,  usually  with 

another  word,  i.e.  Flan  Epais  - 
a thick  flan. 

Fleche;  Arrow 

Fraise;  Gorget  (armour  part) 
Frappe;  Coinage,  also  restrike 
Frappe;  Struck  (with  accent);  also 
used  in  combination. 

Galere;  Galley  (ship) 

Glaive;  Sword  (classical) 

Globule;  Pellet,  globule 
Gouvernail;  Rudder 
Grain  d'  orge;  Grain  of  (barley, 
or  any  other  grain) 
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Gramme ; Gram 

Grand,  moyen,  petit.  Bronze; 

The  three  sizes  of  Roman  coins, 
as  in  Cohen. 

Granule;  Granulated 
Grave;  Engraved 

Grenetis;  Border  of  dots  (pellets) 
Gros ; Groat 
Guerrier;  Warrior 

Hache;  Axe  (hatchet) 

Harpe;  Harp 

Haste;  Spear  of  lance 

Heaume;  With  helmet,  no  e,  helmet) 

Herse;  Portcullis 

Imitation;  Copy  (imitation) 
Incertain;  Uncertain 
Inedit;  Unpublished 
Inscription;  Legend  (also  used  in 
combinations) 

Insigne;  Badge,  token,  ensignia 

Justifier;  Adjust  (to) 

Juvenile;  Youthful  (juvenile) 

Laiton;  Brass 
Lingot;  Ingot,  or  bar 
Lis;  Lily 
Lisse;  Plain 
Lobe;  Arch 

Massue;  Club 

Medaille;  Medal,  used  in  various 
combinations . 

Mereau;  Token  (tessera) 

Modele;  Model,  used  in  combinations 
Monetaire;  Mint  laster,  also  mat- 
ters relating  to  coinage. 
Monnayage;  Coinage 
Murale  (couronne) ; Mural  crown 

Havire ; Ship 
Nimbe;  Halo 

Obole;  Obol 

Olivier,  branche  d';  Olive  branch 
Once;  Ounce 
Or  pale;  pale  gold 
Oxide,  Oxidised 

Panache;  Crest 

Peu  de  lion;  Lion  skin  (coins  of 
Alexander  III) 

Pegase;  Pegasus,  flying  horse 
Perce;  Holed,  pierced 
Poin^on;  Punch  (a) 

Point ; Dot 

Potin:  Potin  (mainly  tin) 

Protome;  Forepart 
Proue;  Prow  (of  a ship) 


Quadrilobe;  Quatrefoil  (also  Fr.) 
Quinaire;  Quinarius 

Raisin;  Bunch  of  grapes 
Rameau;  Branch 
Reine;  Queen 
Restitue;  Restored 
Revers;  Reverse 
Roi;  King 
Roue;  Wheel 

Sarrasine;  Portcullis 
Serpent;  Snake,  serpent 
Signe;  Signed 

Style  (de  transition);  (transition- 
al) style,  used  in  combinations 
Surfrappe;  Overstruck  (without  e, 
overstrike) 

Taureau;  Bull 
Thon ; Tunny  (fish) 

Titre;  Finess 
Tortue;  Tortoise 
Tranche  feuille;  Foliated  edge 
Tranche  ornee;  Ornamental  border 
Tranche  cannelee;  Milled  edge 
Trefle;  Trefoil,  also  clover  leaf 
Trepied;  Tripod 
Trilobe;  trefoil 
Trophee;  Trophy 

Triquetre;  (triskelis  [Isle  of  Man, 
India ] ) 

Trou;  Hole  (with  e,  pierced) 

Unite  monetaire;  Unit  of  currency 

Valeur;  Currency  (also  value) 

Vente  aux  encheres;  Auction  sale 
Vermeil;  Gilt  silver  (vermeil) 
Virole;  Annulet,  ring  (for  head) 

•kirk 

Notes : Some  will  feel  that  the 

words  shown  in  the  two  lists  have 
been  chosen  rather  arbitrarilly , 
and  indeed  they  have . So  many 
words  in  French  are  the  same  in 
English,  except  for  an  accent, 
or  letter  order,  or  pronunciation. 

If  you  see  a French  word  that  looks 
like  an  English  one,  pronounce  it 
in  English  and  as  a rule  that  will 
be  what  it  is.  Perhaps  all  words, 
whether  similar,  or  not  quite, 
should  have  been  included,  but  I 
have  tried  to  keep  the  lists  as 
short  as  possible  with  probable  use. 
I hope  these  two  lists  will  enable 
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most  readers  to  use  one  or  more  of  the  many  numismatic  books  (catalogs) 
on  the  market  in  the  United  States  at  this  time.  For  those  who  know 
Spanish,  they  will  note  the  similarity  to  the  French  words,  both  lang- 
uages being  derived  from  Latin. 

********************************************************************** 


CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Only  coins  grading  FINE  or  better  are  being  listed  in  this  continuing 
inventory  of  the  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION . Members  desiring  to  borrow 
coins  from  the  collection  for  research  purposes , lecture  use,  non- 
competitive displays,  or  any  other  reasons,  may  do  so  by  paying  post- 
age and  insurance  both  directions.  Coins  which  are  underlined  are 
UNCIRCULATED. ) 


NORWAY  (Continued  from  last  month): 
1964,  1967,  1971,  Y68  - 1960,  1961, 
1961,  1962,  1963,  1964,  1965,  1966, 
1961,  1962,  1967,  1973;  Y71  - 1961, 
1961,  1970,  1971;  Y74  - 1964:  Y76  - 
1974;  Y80  - 1974. 

OMAN:  Y3a  - 1315;  Y7  - 1365;  Y16  - 

1390. 


Y67  - 1958;  Y67a 

- 1961 

, 1962 

, 1963, 

1963,  1964,  1967, 

1971, 

1972  ; 

Y69a  - 

1968,  1969,  1972, 

1973; 

Y70  - 

1959, 

1962,  1963,  1967, 

1968, 

1969  ; 

Y72  - 

1973,  1974,  1975; 

Y78  - 

1974; 

Y79  - 

1381;  Y19  - 1390; 

Y21  - 

1390; 

Y22  - 

OMAN,  SULTANATE:  Y2  - 1395  (1975) 

PAKISTAN:  Y1  - 1948,  1949,  1952;  Y2  - 1948,  1951;  Y3  - 1948,  1951; 

Y3a  - 1950;  Y4  - 1948;  Y5  - 1948,  1949,  1951;  Y6  - 1948,  1951;  Y7  - 

1948;  Y8  - 1951,  1956;  Y9  - 1955  ; Y10  - 1955;  Yll  - 1953,  1957;  Y12  - 

1953,  1954;  Y13  - 1961;  Y13a  - 1962,  1963;  Y14  - 1961;  Y 14a  1961; 

Y15  - 1961;  Y15a  - 1961;  Y16  - 1963;  Y17  - 1964;  Y18a  - 1966;  Y19  - 

1964;  Y19a  - 1968,  Y20  - 1964,  1965;  Y21  - 1965;  Y22  - 1967,  1971, 

1972;  Y27  - 1974,  Y28  - 1974- 

PANAMA:  Y1  - 1907;  Y2  - 1907;  Y2a  - 1946;  Y3  - 1929;  Y4  - 1929,  1932; 

Y5  - 1904;  Y6  - 1904,  Y10  - 1935,  1937;  Yll  - 1940;  Y12  - 1940;  Y13  - 

1931,  1947  , 1962;  Y13a  - 1966  T1  , 1968,  1970,  1971,  1972  ; Y14  - 1930, 

1962  ; Y14a  - 1966  , 1971,  1972  ; Y15  - 1932,  1947;  Y15a  - 1967  , 1968, 
1970,  1971  ; Y16  - 1931,  1934,  1947;  Y17  - 1953;  Y18  - 1953;  Y19  - 

1953;  Y20  - 1953;  Y22  - 1961,  1962,  1966,  1967,  1968,  1971,  1974,  1975; 

Y23  - 1961;  Y23a  - 1962,  1966,  1968,  1970,  1971,  1972;  Y24  - 1961; 

Y25  - 1961;  Y26v  - 1966;  Y28  - 1970 (M) ; Y31  - 1973;  Y32  - 1972;  Y34  - 

1975U ; Y36  - 1975U. 

PAPAU  - New  Guinea:  Y5  - 1936;  Y6  - 1936;  Y10  - 1938 , 1945 . 

PAPAU  NEW  GUINEA:  Y1  - 1975;  Y2  - 1975;  Y3  - 1975;  Y4  - 1975;  Y5  - 

1975;  Y6  - 1975. 


********************************************************************** 


INSERT  FOR  THE  10  YEAR  INDEX  INCLUDED  THIS  MONTH 

It  has  been  called  to  our. attention  that  the  recently  published  10  yoar| 
index  of  the  NI  BULLETIN  for  1970-1979  should  have  included  a listing 
of  the  page  numbers  for  each  months  issues  from  1973  through  1979. 
Without  this  you  are  unable  to  determine  which  month  a particular 
article  was  printed  and  therefore  causes  problems  in  ordering  back 
issues.  We  have  included  this  as  a separate  insert  this  month  and 
you  are  urged  to  insert  it  in  your  copy  of  the  index. 


FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


Sethupati  correction 

I read  with  interest  Mr.  Campbell's  article  on  the  "Sethupati"  in  the 
June  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN  (ppl69-177).  The  society  is  lucky , indeed, 
to  have  a contributor  as  erudite  and  prolific  as  Mr.  Campbell. 

I note  in  this  article  (page  177)  he  quotes  my  opinion  in  two  para- 
graphs on  the  basic  Tracy  article  excerpted  from  my  past  correspondence 
with  him. 

Unhappily,  the  first  of  the  two  paragraphs  must  have  been  jumbled  by 
the  printer,  as  it  makes  no  sense  to  me,  and  in  fact  is  not  a quote 
at  all.  I therefore  suggest  that  you  issue  an  errata  in  some  future 
issue  correcting  the  first  paragraph  to  read: 

"The  preponderance  of  evidence,  including  provenance,  indicates 
that  the  coins  inscribed  "SETU"  were  actually  issued  from  Ceylon, 
and  the  coins  inscribed  "SETHUPATI"  were  the  only  ones  issued  by 
the  Sethupatis  of  Ramnad.  One  factor  is  that  the  styles  of  script 
are  different." 

The  second  paragraph  of  mine  is  correctly  quoted  in  the  text , so  it 
requires  no  change. 


Charles  K.  Panish , NI  #331 
Westport,  Conn. 

********************************************************************** 
NEW  ISSUES  WITH  ASSIGNED  YEOMAN  NUMBERS 


The  catalog  numbers  assigned  to  new  issue  coin  listings  published 
here  are  supplied  and  copyrighted  by  Western  Publishing  Co.,  Inc., 
Whitman  Coin  Products,  Racine,  Wise.,  U.S.A.  No  further  use  of  these 
numbers  in  any  other  publication  is  authorized.) 


CHINA, 

* Y9 

* Y10 

* Yll 

* Y12 

* Y13 

* Y14 

* Y15 

* Y16 

* Y17 

* Y18 

* Y19 

* Y20 

* Y21 

* Y22 


PEOPLE'S  REPUBLIC 

1 Yuan  1980  , Copper  Alloy 
1 Yuan  1980  , Copper  Alloy 
1 Yuan  1980  , Copper  Alloy 
1 Yuan  1980,  Copper  Alloy 
1 Yuan  1980,  Copper  Alloy 
1 Yuan  1980  , Copper  Alloy 
1 Yuan  1980  , Copper  Alloy 
1 Yuan  1980,  Copper  Alloy 
20  Yuan  1980,  .800  Silver 
30  Yuan  1980,  .800  Silver 
30  Yuan  1980,  .800  Silver 
30  Yuan  1980,  .800  Silver 
250  Yuan  1980  , .916  Gold, 
300  Yuan  1080,  .916  Gold, 
Y9-22:  1980  Winter  Olymp: 


, Archery  (23mm) 

, Wrestling  (28mm) 

, Equestrian  (32mm) 

, Soccer  (32mm) 

, Alpine  skiing  (33mm) 

, Speed  skating  (33imn) 

, Figure  skating  (33mm) 
, Biathlon  (33mm) 

, Wrestling  (32mm) 

, Equestrian  (32mm) 

, Soccer  (32mm) 

, Speed  Skating  (32mm) 
Alpine  skiing  (23mm) 
Archery  (23mm) 

Lcs  Commemoratives 


500  Mils  1980,  Cupro-Nickel  (32.3mm),  Summer  Olympic  Games 
500  Mils  1980,  .925  Silver  (32.3mm),  Summer  Olympic  Games 


CYPRUS 

Y52 

* Y52a 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 


THE  1980  CHARLTON  CANADIAN  TRADE  DOLLAR  GUIDE,  1st  Edition,  by  Serge 
Pelletier.  254pp,  illus.,  4-1/2"  x 6-1/4' , stiff  paper  cover.  $7.95 
plus  .50c  postage  and  handling.  Available  from  the  publisher:  The 

Charlton  Press,  299  Queen  Street  West,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  M5V 
1Z9 . 

This  brand  new  reference  covering  Canadian  Trade  Dollars  was  released 
at  the  end  of  May  1980. 

Some  450  types  of  Canadian  trade  dollars,  issued  by  168  municipalities 
since  1960,  are  catalogued  alphabetically  by  Province.  An  actual  size 
photo  is  given  for  most  type  dollars  as  well  as  descriptions  of  both 
sides,  the  diameter,  edge  type,  metallic  composition,  weight,  mintage, 
valuation  and  the  mint  that  struck  the  issue.  Where  several  metallic 
compositions  exist  for  a type,  as  for  example  nickel,  gold  and  silver, 
each  metallic  type  is  listed  separately  with  its  mintage  and  valuation 

An  address  list  of  118  municipalities  having  specimens  of  their  trade 
dollars  still  available  for  sale  to  collectors  is  included  at  the  end 
of  the  volume,  as  well  as  a check  list  of  the  trade  dollars  according 
to  Province. 

The  Charlton  Press  plans  to  publish  the  Guide  annually.  The  Guide  is 
bound  to  increase  interest  in  collecting  Canadian  trade  dollars. 

From  80  to  90  trade  dollars  have  been  issued  annually  for  the  past  few 
years  and  therefore  , there  is  plenty  of  new  material  available  at 
prices  nearly  all  collectors  can  afford  (generally  $1.25  per  dollar 
for  mail  orders) . 

Serge  Pelletier,  an  NI  member,  is  perhaps  the  youngest  person  (age  19) 
to  author  a numismatic  reference  book. 

Reviewed  by  Jerome  H.  Remick 


HOARDS.  Vol.  IV  for  1978  (1980).  London,  England.  161pp,  523  hoard 
Index. 

For  those  not  familiar  with  this  series,  the  Royal  Numismatic  Society 
(RNS)  of  Great  Britain  began  some  years  ago  publishing  lists  of  all 
known  hoards  of  coins,  past  and  present.  This  is  particularly  import- 
ant now  since,  from  1947  to  date  so  many,  many  hoards  are  uncovered 
every  year.  Study  and  notation  of  these  hoards  is  exceedingly  import- 
ant, not  only  for  numismatic  information,  but  for  the  study  of  eco- 
nomics, history,  trade  routes  at  different  periods  of  history,  etc. 

In  general  there  is  only  a notation  of  place,  number,  type  (where 
known)  and  disposition  — all  too  often  this  is  "dispersed  in  the 
trade",  but  there  at  least  is  a record. 

Where  possible  the  actual  hoards  are  written  up  in  a greater  or  lesser 
degree.  Reputable  dealers  like  Spinks,  Seaby's,  Baldwins,  M'unzen  and 
Medaillen,  etc.  always,  if  possible,  make  hoards  available  for  study 
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to  someone  in  that  particular  field.  There  are  24  "Figures'1  of  actual 
coins,  ranging  from  a single  coin  to  an  entire  page  full.  The  book 
is  divided  up  into  Greek,  Celtic,  Roman,  Byzantine,  Oriental,  Medieval 
and  Modern.  Hoards  written  up  (varying  degrees  of  detail)  are:  S. 

Italy  (Greek);  Characene  (S.  Iraq);  Severan  family;  8 old  time  Roman 
hoards  in  detail  from  Britain;  14  Chinese  (some  lists  of  Emperors  only); 
19  British  Medieval;  11  European  Medieval.  In  fuller  detail  are: 

N.  Caucasus  (Polish/Swedish);  Hiberno-Norse  (South  Sweden);  and  Polish 
Medieval  (Yugoslavia). 

This  publication  is  usually  several  years  later  than  compilation  as 
this  1978  volume  is  published  in  1980. 

As  a matter  of  extreme  importance,  if  at  any  time  your  buy,  are  offer- 
ed, know  of  any  hoard  which  you  think  may  not  have  been  reported,  do 
please  either  send  the  details  to  myself  or  Dr.  M.  Jessop  Price,  Dept, 
of  Coins  and  Medals,  British  Museum,  London,  England.  If  for  some 
reason  the  place  of  origin  needs  to  be  concealed  to  protect  a source, 
this  need  not  be  published,  but  may  be  communicated  in  private  for 
the  confidential  file.  Where  possible,  list  the  following: 

Place,  Country. 

Date . 

Humber. 

Any  description  available  (i.e.  list  of  rulers,  numbers  of  each). 
Disposition. 

Photos  or  drawings. 

Often,  all  of  this  will  not  be  available,  but  remember,  any  inform- 
ation is  better  than  none. 


Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 


SILVER  WEIGHT  AND  FINENESS  GUIDES  - TIMELY  OR  OBSOLETE? 

World  Silver  Coin  Value  Guide 3 by  Lorraine  & Sanford  Durst  , 1980,  53pp, 
paper  bound  $9.00,  hardcover  $12.00,  from  Sanford  J.  Durst,  133  E. 

58th  St.,  New  York,  NY  10022. 

Silver  Weights:  Silver  Coin  Catalog 3 Countries  From  1850-1979 3 by 
J.  J.  Polczyk , (1979),  50pp,  softcover,  $11.75  postpaid  from  Collector's 
Den,  P.  0.  Box  173,  Hatboro , PA  19040. 

World  Coin  Weight  Catalog  for  Gold  and.  Silver  Coins 3 by  George  Reppa, 
$19.50  postpaid  from  Steve  Eyer,  P.  0.  Box  321-A , Mt.  Zion,  111.  62549. 

A Catalog  of  Modem  World  Coins  1850-1964  3 12th  Ed.,  by  R.  S.  Yeoman, 
512pp,  softcover,  $5.95,  widely  available. 

There  has  long  been  a need  for  a comprehensive  and  easy  to  use  guide 
to  silver  coin  weights  and  finenesses.  The  silver  boom  of  September 
1979  to  March  1980  brought  this  need  into  sharper  focus  as  collectors, 
dealers,  and  refiners  began  looking  at  the  metal  content  of  coins  here- 
tofore appreciated  solely  for  their  numismatic  value.  During  the  late 
'60's  and  early  '70's  there  appeared  several  self-published  pamphlets 
giving  weights  and  finenesses  for  a selection  of  world  coins  , along 
with  charts  showing  the  resultant  dollar  values  for  spot  prices  up  to 
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such  unheard-of  figures  as  five  dollars.  But,  the  first  really  com- 
prehensive guide  was  painstakingly  researched  and  compiled  by  Holland 
Wallace,  and  appeared  as  a sort  of  appendix  in  the  eleventh  edition 
of  R.  S.  Yeoman's  "Erownbook".  It  is  accompanied  by  a similar  guide 
to  world  gold  coins,  and  both  guides  appear  in  the  current  12th  edi- 
tion - yet  many  collectors  who  have  the  book  have  never  seen  this 
section.  There  is  a very  useful  preface  which  explains  what  an  alloy 
is,  how  to  use  the  guide,  and  generally  where  the  fineness  data  came 
from  and  how  far  it  is  to  be  trusted.  Where  the  compiler  was  unsure 
of  the  accuracy  of  his  data,  it  was  given  in  italics.  The  guide  it- 
self lists  country,  dates  of  issue,  denomination,  gross  weight  in 
grams,  fineness,  silver  content  in  grams,  and  silver  content  in  ounces. 
North  American  users  simply  multiply  the  ounce  weight  by  the  spot 
price  of  silver  (or  gold)  and  thus  get  the  metal  value  of  their  coin. 
European  users  would  do  the  same  with  the  gram  figure.  The  major 
limitation  of  the  Yeoman-Wallace  guide  is  that  it  is  limited  to  the 
period  covered  in  the  catalog  itself,  1850  until  about  1964.  The 
large  body  of  both  legitimate  and  officially  or  privately  inspired 
silver  and  gold  promotional  coins  of  the  last  decade  and  a half  is 
thus  omitted. 

This  is  where  three  new  books  come  in  handy.  The  Durst,  Polczyk,  and 
Reppa  books  can  be  considered  together  because  they  cover  pretty  much 
the  same  ground.  I do  not  have  a copy  of  Reppa,  but  have  heard  it  is 
so  similar  to  the  other  German  work  by  Polczyk  that  legal  action  has 
been  taken  in  Germany.  There  is  little  or  nothing  in  the  way  of  pre- 
factory material  in  any  of  the  three  books.  The  Polczyk  work  lists 
country.  Yeoman  number  (or  Hosch  for  the  fantasies),  denomination, 
dates  of  issue,  fineness,  gram  weight,  and  fine  weight  in  grams.  To 
get  the  fine  weight  in  troy  ounces  the  North  American  user  must  divide 
the  last  figure  by  31.104.  The  newest  entrant  to  the  field,  the  Durst 
book,  lists  country,  denomination,  years  of  issue,  gram  weight,  fine- 
ness, fine  weight  in  grams,  and  fine  weight  in  troy  ounces.  Unlike 
the  German  works,  there  are  colums  showing  each  coin's  bullion  value 
at  spot  prices  of  $1,  2,  4,  6,  8,  10,  20,  30,  40,  50,  60,  70,  80,  90 
and  $100.  The  listings  in  this  catalog  are  also  a bit  more  complete, 
including  some  types  and  countries  not  in  the  German  works.  I like 
the  Durst  book  because  it  lists  fine  weight  in  familiar  troy  ounces, 
though  I don't  know  how1  useful  the  spot  price  tables  will  be,  as  they 
leap  $10  to  $20  in  a single  bound.  The  Polczyk  work,  on  the  other 
hand,  very  conveniently  includes  Yeoman  numbers,  which  sometimes  makes 
finding  a listing  much  easier.  The  big  drawback  in  all  three  works 
is,  once  again,  coverage.  Since  they  are  geared,  for  the  most  part, 
to  bullion  coins,  they  omit  many  of  the  early  type  listings  found  in 
the  Yeoman  compilation  - types  which  nobody  would  think  seriously  of 
melting,  but  for  which  serious  numismatists  may  wish  to  have  the 
weight  and  fineness  figures  available  anyway. 

Toward  the  end  of  1979  there  appeared  three  "World  Coin  News  Value 
Chart  for  Commonly  Traded  World  Silver  Coinage"  listings  in  the  pages 
of  Krause  Publications'  newspaper  covering  the  foreign  coin  field. 

The  listings  were  selective  wdth  just  one  or  two  bullion  types  per 
country,  and  showed  just  fineness  and  value  at  various  spot  prices, 
but  I think  they  provide  a taste  of  things  to  come.  The  seventh 
edition  of  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coinr,  is  expected  about  August 
of  this  year  and  it  is  a good  bet  that  it  will  contain  weight  and 
fineness  information  for  gold  and  silver  coins  at  least  as  comprehensive 
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as  any  of  the  guides  above.  In  summary,  the  Yeoman  guide  is  more  than 
adequate  for  pre-1964  coins,  and  quite  inexpensive.  If  you  need  inform- 
ation on  more  recent  issues  in  a hurry,  the  Durst,  Polczyk,  or  Reppa 
books  may  be  for  you,  but  a little  patience  may  provide  a better  value 
in  the  form  of  this  year's  Standard  Catalog. 

As  a collector  of  and  dealer  in  Asian  series,  I've  found  the  biggest 
disappointment  in  all  of  the  works  mentioned  above  to  be  their  lack 
of  data  on  the  often  complex  "native"  series  of  China,  India,  and 
surrounding  countries.  Sometimes  it  points  to  lack  of  research,  but 
more  often  official  or  even  reliable  private  data  simply  do  not  exist. 
Following  are  fineness  figures  that  I have  gathered  together  for 
several  series  not  covered  in  published  guides.  Usually  they  are 
gathered  from  specialized  works;  sometimes  they  are  local  market 
estimates.  The  data  for  India  is  courtesy  of  Narendra  Sengar  and  was 
reprinted  in  these  pages  about  a year  ago  (NI  BULLETIN , Feb.  1979 
pp58-60  and  May  1979  ppl57-159);  I simply  averaged  to  get  my  fineness 


figure.  Much  information  for  China  can  be  found  in 

Eduard 

Kann's  The 

Currencies 

of  China;  a fineness  chart  for  Provincial 

dragon 

dollars 

appears  on 

page  319.  During  the  Republic,  20c  pieces  were 

often 

coined  for 

profit  at  low  finenesses,  and  this  seems 

to  hold 

also  for 

50C  pieces 

in  Yunnan . 

Burma 

1/16  to  1 Rupee  1852  (As  Indian  Rupee?) 

.916 

China 

Peking  Mint  Dollars  (Y14  , 329,  318a,  345) 

.900 

It 

Provincial  Dragon  Dollars 

.884  (avg.) 

If 

Imperial  20C  (Y201,  etc.) 

.700-. 800 

If 

Kwangtung  20c  1912-29  (Y423,  426) 

about 

.450 

II 

Yunnan  50c  (Y257,  492) 

about 

.450 

India 

Punchmarked  Coins 

.750  (avg.) 

II 

Delhi  Sultans  & comtemp.  Tankas 

.950-. 990 

II 

Mughal  Empire  Rupees 

.950-. 990 

II 

Native  State  Rupees 

.900  (avg.) 

II 

Hyderabad  & Mewar 

.800  (avg.) 

II 

Kutch  2-1/2,  5 Kori 

.9165 

II 

Kutc'n  1 Kori 

.610 

II 

British  India  to  1939,  Alwar  Y5 , etc. 

.916 

Iran 

Medieval  Hammered  through  Qajar 

.950-. 990 

Thailand 

1 Baht , bullet  or  coin,  to  1928 

.900 

1! 

Fractional  bahts  to  1928 

.800 

Tibet 

Rupee  (Y3) 

? 

II 

Gaden  Tanka  (Y13)  (varies) 

? 

II 

3 Srang  (Y25,  26) 

.500?? 

II 

10  Srang  (Y29,  30) 

.200-. 300?? 

Sycee 

Boat  or  shoe  shaped,  incl.  50  Tael 

.980 

II 

Kettle-drum  shaped  (Thailand) 

.980 

Tiger  Tongues 

"Good"  silver  with  Elephant 

.500-. 600 

Thai  Hill  Tribe  jewelry-money 

.600-. 900+ 

Reviewed  by  Scott  Semans 

*********************************************************************** 

NEED  RECRUITING  MATERIALS?  NI  is  always  seeking  new  members.  We  can 
furnish  you  recruiting  materials  if  you  will  drop  a line  to  the  Dallas 
address.  Every  increase  in  membership  helps  in  our  overall  costs. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

NI  SYMBOLS,  P.  0.  Box  30013,  Dallas,  TX  75230:  A search  has  been 

undertaken  to  find  a symbolic  design  for  NI  to  use  on  medallic  awards, 
ribbons  , etc.  The  Board  of  Governors  urge  participation  by  all  members 
by  submitting  recommendations  in  the  form  of  sketches,  photos,  or  ex- 
planation of  an  idea.  Recommendations  should  be  received  by  September 
1,  1980.  Due  recognition  will  be  accorded  the  member  submitting  the 
symbolic  design  selected  by  the  NI  Board  of  Governors. 

Norman  E.  Huhn,  1000  No.  Payne  St.,  New  Ulm,  MN  56073:  WANTED:  Great 

Britain  1839  l/2d  (Y2)  Proof.  Please  advise  condition  and  amount  you 
want  for  the  piece.  Also  have  Great  Britain  l/2d's  that  I am  willing 
to  trade. 

W.  A.  Haskell,  Mohrengasse  11,  7501  Marxzell/Pfaf fenrot , West  Germany: 
HELP  WANTED!  I need  any  available  information,  including  photocopies, 
of  any  issues  of  the  German  "Ostland  Spinnstof fwaren  Punktwertschein" 
issued  in  the  Baltic  States  and  North  Russia  in  1944-45  for  my  research 
project.  I am  especially  interested  in  receiving  photo  copies  for 
comparison  materials.  All  letters  answered  promptly. 

Dr.  Donald  Cramer,  D-2  Stuttgart  61,  Rohrackstr.  204,  West  Germany: 
WANTED  - Moroccan  silver  coins.  Trade  and  buy. 

Serge  Kuard,  C.P.  402  , Pointe-aux-trembles , Quebec,  Canada  H1B  5K3 : 
WANTED:  Pieforts  issued  by  France  and  its  former  colonies;  Belize 

gold  coins  in  Matte  Uncirculated,  Brilliant  Uncirculated  & Proof;  Cook 
Islands,  1974,  $100  Uncirculated  and  Proof  gold  coins;  Jamaica,  1978 
& 1979,  $25  (silver)  , $100  (golcD  and  $250  (gold)  Proof  coins;  Rhodesia 
1966  gold  coins  (lam  also  interested  by  all  the  other  Rhodesian  Un- 
circulated & Proof  coins  and  by  the  Rhodesian  banknotes ; Hutt  River 
Province  Proof  coinage) . Please  send  me  a list  of  what  you  have  and 
let  me  know  the  price  you  are  asking.  All  letters  answered. 

*********************************************************************** 
A WORD  ABOUT  BOOKS 


Reprinted  from  Alfred  and  Augusta  Szego  's  Seventh  Bulletin  for  1980 

A suggestion  to  numismatists  with  less  than  solid  kinship  to  ’America's 
Sixty  Families".  When  you  come  into  contact  with  the  world  of  old  and 
rare  numismatic  books,  you  are  entering  a new  domain,  that  of  the 
antiquarian  bookseller.  Make  no  mistake  about  it,  you  will  be  enter- 
ing the  "big  time",  a world  where  each  item  you  want  or  need  can  run 
into  hundreds  and  even  thousands  of  dollars.  If  you  badly  need  one 
or  two  books  that  have  never  been  reprinted,  such  purchases  may  be 
justified  on  a personal  level. 

Due  to  much  recent  publishing  activity,  many  good  reprints  are  now 
available.  Still  these  are  usually  printed  in  limited  editions  of 
between  150  to  1000  copies  with  500-600  as  the  usual  amount.  When 
you  spot  a reprint  you  need,  a prompt  order  could  insure  your  obtain- 
ing a copy.  Once  out  of  print  the  price  could  treble.  Checking 
several  numismatic  book  lists  issued  within  the  last  12-14  months 
will  make  this  quite  evident. 
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